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BSS  RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR THE SUNDIAL DESIGN COMPETITION. 

1. 
Objects 

To encourage the making and commissioning of new dials of good design and manufacture. To encourage good quality restoration of existing dials. 

2. 
Classes of Entry 

Entries should be made within one of the following four classes: 

Professional - dials from a designer who is commercially engaged in the design and/or fabrication of dials. The award will be given to the designer and not the owner of the dial. 

Amateur - dials designed and calibrated by a person or persons, either for themselves, or as a gift or donation, but not for financial gain.  Help may be obtained from suitable craftsmen during fabrication.  The award will go the designer(s). 

Restoration - dials which are the result of facsimile recreation, restoration or repair of an earlier significant sundial.  The award will go to the specifier(s) and supervisors of the restoration work, who may or may not have undertaken all the physical restoration. 

Junior - dials designed and calibrated by a person or group, all under the age of twenty-one years. A major part of the fabrication of the dial must have been by the individual or group, and the award will be to that individual or group. 

3. 
General conditions. 
Persons entering dials must draw the attention of owners and designers of the dial to the Rules and Conditions of the Competition. Submission of entries will be taken as acceptance of all the Rules and Conditions by all concerned with the dial. 

Fully completed dials of any dial type are acceptable including portable dials, noon marks, etc.  

Dials submitted must have been installed in the UK not more than five years before the year of the competition. The closing date for entries will be announced in good time.  However entries should be made promptly to allow for possible inspection during the summer and autumn in advantageous sunlight conditions. Awards will be presented at the appropriate BSS Conference.   

Inspection may occur at any time after the documentation is received and may take place more than once. 

For any dial not accessible to the public the person(s) making the entry shall be responsible for making arrangements for inspection by the judges, on request. 

All documents, photographs etc. submitted with an entry will become the property of the BSS, which may use the material in articles, publications or other forms of information issued by the Society. If the owner has requested confidentiality of location only the county will be identified. 

All fixed sundials entered in the competition will be registered in the BSS Register of Fixed Sundials. 

Some of the entry records and photographs will subsequently be kept in the BSS Reference Library where they will be accessible to BSS members and Bromley House Library members. The competition administrator will ensure that location details are removed if required by the owner. 

4. Confidentiality of location. 

Some owners may require the geographical location of the dial to be withheld. 

For such dials during the competition the judges will keep the geographical location of the dial confidential. 

However all such dial owners must agree to permit viewing the dial in its setting for a period of one year after the competition has been concluded. These viewing arrangements will be made by the BSS Registrar with the owner upon receipt of a bona fide request from anyone interested in seeing the dial.  

For such dials the location of the dial will only be given by county in any publication or photographic display of the Society. 

5. Entry documentation 

Entries must be made on the official entry form.  More than one entry may be submitted by an entrant.  Please use a separate form for each entry. Each form must be accompanied by an entry fee of £30 for the first submission and £25 for each further submission except for junior entrants, when a fee of £15 should be sent for each entry. 

Entries must be accompanied by: 

a) Two copies each of sufficient photographs to show the dial face(s) and delineation and dial furniture, time marks, the support or plinths of the dial(s), the gnomon(s), and for fixed dials, the surroundings of each dial. Dimensions of dials and gnomons should be given. 

b) A brief account of the history of the dial, the design brief and requirements, the actual design process, the required accuracy and how this was achieved, and fabrication and installation methods.  Persons carrying out the design, fabrication and installation should be identified. 

c) Written or visual material (e.g. sketches, slides, videos etc.) thought relevant to the criteria for judging. 

d) Design calculations or other information may be called for later by the judges, especially where accuracy of delineation cannot easily be verified on site. 

e) Information on the geographical location of each dial. 

The presentation of documentation will not be part of the judging criteria. Each dial will be judged in accordance with the criteria in Section 6. 

f) A photograph of each face of each dial in its working position, illuminated by sunlight only, showing any shadow(s) cast by a gnomon, style, nodus or other type of shadow former, or any line, beam or spot of light formed on the face. The photograph should show the position of shadows or lights relative to hour or other lines on the dial face in such a way as to allow an estimation of the accuracy of the time- and date-keeping of the dial, given the resolution of the dial face and the angle of the camera relative to the face.  The photograph should identify the date and time of the exposure, and the type and resolution of time-keeper used to record the time. 

g) A completed BSS sundial registration form except for portable dials. 
6. Criteria for judging. 
Awards will be made after considering: a) the accuracy and efficiency of the dial delineation and face(s) appropriate to the design brief and the desired use and/or site b) the suitability of the dial in its environment and for its intended use. c) the quality of the workmanship displayed by the dial. d) the overall aesthetic quality of the dial. e) the creativity of the overall concept of the dial in its place and/or use. 

 Restoration Class entries will also be judged on: f) how the restored dial relates to and has maintained the history, type, use and relation to the surroundings of the original dial. g) the quality of the restoration compared to the quality of the original dial. 
7. Nature of the awards. 
In the professional, amateur and restoration classes where an award is made, the award will consist of a monetary grant and a framed certificate. After full consideration of the entries, the judges are not bound to give all or any of the awards. One major award may be made consisting of  £500. A plaque commemorating the award to be affixed on or near the dial and the framed certificate.  The major award may be made in any class. A total of up to six other awards may be made, each of £150, distributed as decided by the judges in the professional, amateur and restoration classes. 

One award may be made in the junior class. This can be awarded to a group entry. The award will consist of the David Young cup, held for five years, and a commemorative certificate. 
8. Administration. 
When the Competition is announced entries should be sent to the Chairman of the Judging Panel  

The BSS will not be responsible for any loss or delay to entries before arrival. Acknowledgement of receipt will be sent for all entries. 

The competition administrator will appoint a panel of judges; judges may not submit entries in the competition. 

Individual entries may be judged as soon as documentation is received, not after the closing date and presentations will be made at the appropriate BSS Conference. 
Awards will be announced to all persons submitting entries in the Bulletin of the BSS (together with a list of entries) to the architectural, property, building and horological press in other forms of print and broadcasting media as appropriate. 

The BSS may decide that there are insufficient entries in any class or classes to hold a meaningful competition in that class. In this case all documents and fees will be returned to the entrant. 
NB The defining document related to the competition procedures summarised above is BSS Doc 'RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR SUNDIAL DESIGN COMPETITION 2010 Issue 7, dated April 2009 and that document alone shall form the basis for resolution of any query relating to the competition.
